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having been introduced by Lord Lansdowne as an alternative to the Government policy of curtailing the power of the existing House.   Lord Lansdowne proposed that a new second Chamber should be set up composed of 350 members, of whom 100 were to be peers elected by a specially qualified panel of their own order, 120 elected by members of the House of Commons, 100 nominated by the Crown in proportion to the strength of parties in the House of Commons, and the remaining 30 to consist of judicial dignitaries and spiritual Lords.   In the event of differences between the two Houses, there were to be conferences, joint sittings, and in the last resort referendum.    These proposals were received by the TJVvt.o,* of Lords, as Lord Lansdowne's biographer says, "in a it f^^A «l~*ice," and it was by no means certain ve voted by ballot a majority of the * preferred the Government scheme, -~wer,  to Lord Lansdowne's,  which •^r of them of any power at all as the  previous   year  when  Lord resolutions  on similar lines, the .dvised his brother peers to " take "~nitary rights and stoutly resist any it the end of the debate on Lord ..  remained  very  much  in  doubt „                      ------- ~ie nereoitary peerage would have abandoned the
I                     legislative part of these rights even at the bidding of the
Unionist party.
The question was              for Lord Morley,1 speaking on
behalf of the Govecfllrtit, said bluntly, that though the Laasdowne scheme might be " a possible supplement or comfAeiiaeiit to the Parliament Bill, it could not be a substitute fet or an alternative to it." Since the peers were in no mind to wd the whips of their friends to the scorpions of their opponents, this sealed the fate of Lord Lansdowne's proposals, and no more was heard of them after the preliminary debate. Hie way was now clear for the Parliament Bill which came up
i                                0 Ur' John MoTlG? had rcsig*ed the Secretaryship of
Tra   ?L^L    ^ ***?• <^** « Plunder the title of Viscount Morley of Blackburn, ami fipjxpited Lord President of the Council.   He was leading
°n <te                        °fe Cabinet had no alternative fyqt tx> offer that advice. The warfare of parties had brought both to that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
